
CALIFORNIA CREAMERY 
OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

123rd Annual Meeting Program
California Dreaming: A Vision for Continued Leadership and Financial Success

Save the Date: June 24-25, 2024 at the new Tahoe Blue Event Center, South Lake Tahoe!  | ccoadairy.org 

Sunday, June 25, 2023
2:00 p.m. Registration Opens
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Welcome Reception & Exhibits, Tahoe ABCD

All sessions held in Sand Harbor II and III

Monday, June 26, 2023
7:00 a.m. Breakfast, Tahoe ABCD - Sponsored by California Milk Advisory Board | Registration Opens | Exhibits

8:00 a.m.  Welcome
•	 Steve Galbraith, CCOA President, Vice President of Procurement & Risk Management, Saputo USA

8:10 a.m. Dairy’s Global Economic Outlook
•	 Mary Ledman, Global Dairy Strategist, Rabobank 

8:55 a.m. Meeting Customer and Consumer Demands
•	 Moderator: John Talbot, Chief Executive Officer, California Milk Advisory Board
•	 Terry Brockman, Chief Business Officer, Saputo USA/ IDFA Ingredients Chair 
•	 LaDonna Hale, President, Lucerne Foods 
•	 Meg Sutula, Vice President of Marketing, Clover Sonoma

10:10 a.m. Exhibits and Refreshment Break, Tahoe ABCD 

10:40 a.m. Advancing Sustainable Dairy Processing 
•	 Moderator: Darrin Monteiro Vice President of Sustainability & Member Relations, California Dairies, Inc. 
•	 Joshua Long, Chief Executive Officer, E4E Solutions, LLC. 
•	 Jacob Outzen Dransfeldt, Sr. Technical Advisor, Consulate General of Denmark 
•	 Arun Gupta, Chief Executive Officer, Skyven Technologies

11:35 a.m. Federal Order Modernization
•	 Dana Coale, Deputy Administrator, Agricultural Marketing Service Dairy Program, United States 

Department of Agriculture 
•	 Phil Plourd, President, Ever.Ag Insights

12:15 p.m. Networking Lunch, Tahoe ABCD - Sponsored by GE Digital

1:30 p.m. Washington DC/ Farm Bill Update
•	 Paul Bleiberg, SVP, Government Relations, National Milk Producers Federation 

2:10 p.m. California’s Climate Transformation: The Path to Climate Neutral Dairy
•	 Moderator: Michael Boccadoro, Executive Director, California Creamery Operators Association, 

Dairy Cares, Agricultural Energy Consumers Association 
•	 Frank Mitloehner, Ph.D., Professor & Air Quality Specialist, University of California Davis; Director, UC 

Davis CLEAR Center
•	 Ermias Kebreab, Ph.D., Associate Dean of Global Engagement, Professor, University of California, Davis
•	 Hannah Stefenoni, Producer Relations Manager, Clover Sonoma

3:15 p.m. Adjourn General Session

3:30 p.m. Board of Directors Meeting, Emerald  Bay

5:30 – 7:00 p.m. President’s Reception and Exhibits, Tahoe ABCD - Sponsored by California Bioenergy

Harrah’s, South Lake Tahoe



Tuesday, June 27
7:00 a.m. Breakfast, Tahoe ABCD - Sponsored by California Cattle Council | Registration Opens | Exhibits

8:00 a.m. CCOA Annual Member Meeting

8:05 a.m. Dairy Council of California
•	 Amy DeLisio, Chief Executive Officer, Dairy Council of California 

8:20 a.m. Export Outlook 
•	 Stephen Cain, Director, Economic Research and Analysis, U.S. Dairy Export Council 

8:50 a.m. Innovation in California Dairy 
•	 Veronique Lagrange, Ph.D., Director, California Dairy Innovation Center
•	 Susan Pheasant, Ph.D., “Cow Keeper,” Pacific Coast Coalition: Dairy Business Innovation Initiative 

9:15 a.m. Transportation Transformation: The Path to Zero Emissions
•	 Cliff Gladstein, Founding President, Gladstein, Neandross & Associates
•	 Justin Loyear, Business Development Manager, Western Region, Cummins Alternative Technologies  
•	 Erik Covey, Fleet Manager, Producers Dairy/ Shehadey Enterprise Solutions 
•	 Jared Ruiz, Regional Vice President – West, Volvo Trucks North America  
•	 Rene Uriqua, Director, Environmental Health Safety & Manager, Operations & Regulatory, Western Milling

10:20 a.m. Adjourn 2023 Annual Conference

11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

42nd Annual Matchak/Fear CCOA Golf Invitational - Sponsored by Superior Truck Lines
Check-In, Lake Tahoe Golf Course
Shotgun Start

1:00 p.m. Depart Harrah’s Lobby for Lake Tahoe Cruise upon the Safari Rose
- Co-sponsored by California Freight and Organic West Milk

7:00 p.m. No-Host Cocktail Hour, Sand Harbor II and III

8:00 p.m. Awards Dinner and Raffle Prizes, Sand Harbor II and III


